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THE oldest Indian Civil Service (ICS) officer alive, of the 1397
batch, 102-year-old VK Rao will release a book on his colleague,
alssaibrmerlcs ommmemcsumwndmmm

mtedmmﬁmigsuadhynmeomwmmammw
brother, C8 Ramachandran, the then Home Secretary That
might have been an odd coincidence, but, it did take place.
SubramanianwassenttaEnglandforICSbutleﬁthestudies
and returned to India to play a key role in the forma-
timov:‘at{a onal structure of the Communist Party of
mdmmMadMOnmeomummmgammerRam
achandran, after his BSc Honors in Physics, appeared for the
civil services examinations in 1940 and eleared not only the ICS
but also the Financial Civil Service examination
simy

ultaneously.

On his birth centenary, Valluri Kameshwara Rao, popularly
known as VK Rao, will be releasing a book on CSR published by
his daughter, Ms Gayatri Ramachandran, a former IAS officer,
at the Administrative Staff College of India, Hyderabad. VK
Rao, as many people are aware, worked as district collector Vi-

clsdaf Secretary of AP, Governor's advisor when President's
mlewasmmedmAP 1n 15'?3 -and later, after retirement, as

Vigilance Commissioner of AP and finally, as Principal Secre-
tary to the then President N Sa.meeva Reddy during 1981-82.
Former TAS officers M Gopalakrishna, S Parthasarathy, TL
Shankar and eminent doctor AP Ranga Rao will also speak on
the occasion.

Coming to Ramachandran, after his selection to the ICS, he
was allotted to the Central Provinces and Berar cadre in 1942
which was also called Madhya Bharat then. From 1942 to 1948,
he worked in the Central Provinces before opting to change his
cadre to the Madras Presidency. Among others, the 1942 1CS of-
ficers included Bengal cadre
Leslie Power, Madras Presi-
dency cadre DD Sathe, Punjab
cadre HB Williams, Assam
cadre AN Kidwai, UP cadre
BK Kaul, Bengal cadre Alex-
ander and UP cadre Satish
Chandra. Some of them opted
for Pakistan after partition.
Kudrat Ullah Shahab of his
batch went to Pakistan in 1947
and became the principal aide
to the then President Ayub
Khan,

If we go through the list of
some of the Indian members
of the ICS officers, who were
seniors to CSR, we find such

Sarat Kumar Ghosh (who fi-
nally became a chief justice),

Z:d! -year- Sir Bengal Narsinga Rau (wh
lﬁ( R'aoaraOld became Prér;e hﬂnﬁ‘%(ra‘tj‘
; Kashmir), Sir Beng
former ICS Rau (who became maa:::
ffi ill Hymsgimm‘%’hiﬁrm“f‘n'iﬁ
orTicer, w hinet sectetaty of India)
release a book g:lbhas Ehandrd Bose, KPS
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" many more.
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Is penned by sty fron Bangal, b o0,
CSR's daughter  British members. Nirmal Ku-
mar Mukherjee, who retired

as Cabinet Secretary in April

1980, wasﬂnelaatICS(mzm)otﬁcertume.whnathe]astics
officer to retire in Pakistan was Agha Shahi, also of 1944 batch,
who retired as foreign advisor to the President in 1982. The last
recruited batch of the 1CS was in October 1944.

great personalities as Sir'

‘Ramachandran also went on deputation to the Govern-
ment of India in the Ministry of Defence and the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry He worked under Lal Bahadur Shastri
who became his model in simplicity, great vision and capacity
to look at development of the country as well as in shaping the
industrial revolution of the country Even today, people remem-
ber CSR’s contribution as the one that laid the foundations of
industrial India and to have given the momentum for industri-
alisation of the country: In 1961, Ramachandran was chosen for
the Nuffield Foundation Fellowship in England where he stud-
ied and updated his Physics particularly developments in nu-
clear and astrophysics in Oxford and Cambridge
universities,

In later days, Ramachandran went on to hold several distin-
guished positions in the Government of India - Additional Sec-
retary in the Ministry of Foreign Trade, Adviser, Planning Com-
mission and Secretary in the Ministry of Health and Fanuly
Planning. In recognition of his administrative capability and
statesmanship in steering the country, he was offered and held
several international positions with the UN and was also the
chairman of several committees of the UN and FAQ. He was
also associated with the WHO when he was Secretary in the
Ministry of Health.

Ramachandran was a deeply religious person, who believed
in Vedas and the Upanishads and was a great devotee of the
Shankaracharya of the Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham - the Para-
macharya - as he was known. He valued the great heritage of
India and was involved in preserving the Vedas in the various
trusts set up by the Kanchi Mutt. He was also involved in build-
ing several temples. Ramachandran was appointed in 1977 as
chairman of the Badrinath and Kedarnath Temple committee
by the Uttar Pradesh Government. The renovation of Badri-
nath-Kedarnath commenced with his appointment. Thanks to
Ramachandran, today, Badrinath stands as a monument to the
glorioug traditions of the Adi Shankara and our great

eritage.

CSR was also the President of South Indian j, & first-of-
its kind cultural organisation for all South ];ndm:m; in Delhi.
Ramachandran tried to integrate all south Indian cultures from
Kerala to Andhra in the functioning of the organisation.



